
  
 
 
 
 The 2022 Amador County Fair Wine Competition took place on April 23, 2022. The 
panel of experienced judges blind-tasted a wide range of wines grown and produced in the 
Sierra foothills, including numerous Zinfandels from many of the foothills best producers. We 
entered three wines, and all three medaled. Our new Rosé of Barbera won a Bronze medal. Our 
White Rhone blend of Viognier and Roussanne, Shenandoah Blanc, won a Gold medal. And our 
newly released, estate-grown 2019 Zinfandel won not only Double Gold and Best in Class, it 
also won “Best Amador Zinfandel,” a truly meaningful honor in a county renowned for its Zins. 
 

 
 

   Mara and Deborah of Damas Vineyards Toasting Their Big Win 
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SPECIAL NEWS BLAST FROM 
     DAMAS VINEYARDS 
 

         More than fifty 
Zinfandels were entered 
in the Fair wine judging 
this year. The judging is 
blinded, meaning that 
the tasters did not know 
which local producer’s 
wine they were tasting. 
 

          A Gold Medal 
signifies that the majority 
of the judges thought the 
wine was exceptional. 
Double Gold means that 
all  of the judges thought 
the wine was top notch.  

 

           We produced only a limited quantity of our 2019 Zinfandel, 
from what was our twentieth harvest from the vineyard we 
planted in 1998. It was a particularly challenging year in the 
vineyard. Because of unusual weather, local vineyards were 
afflicted with above-average mildew pressure. We ended up 
dropping tons of fruit and sorting what remained carefully. The 
grapes we kept tasted fabulous, we thought--as did the judges.  
 

           This award has brought lots of new attention to our wines. 
I’m sure many established producers are scratching their heads 
and wondering how two women self-trained in viticulture, 
without a winery or tasting room and only two acres of grapes, 
can produce the county’s best Zin. We take exceptional care of 
our fruit, hand-tending our 1,250 vines. We pick at the peak and 
work with established winemakers in their facilities to create the 
best wines we can. Thank you, Eric Hays of Chateau Davell in 
Camino, for teaming up to make our 2019 Zinfandel. 
 

Visit our website: www.damasvineyards.com   

You can’t get there by bus, 
only by hard work and 
risk and not quite knowing 
what you’re doing…What 
you’ll discover will be 
yourself. 

Alan Alda 
 


