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The summer solstice is almost here, in this crazy tumultuous year. As the pandemic staggers along, some
days looking better, some days worse, we are now in the throes of protests and deep examinations of our
prejudices, values, and beliefs. Everyone seems a
bit raw, and possibly open to meaningful change,
as we feel a deep dissatisfaction with the way
things have been and the direction we’ve been
heading. Let’s hope some positive changes will
come out of this disturbing and challenging time.
We’ve been fortunate to shelter in place at the
vineyard through the spring. The landscape cheers
us, no matter what else might be going on in the
world. There have been few cases of Covid-19 in
Amador County, and all have recovered. Some
locals believe the whole thing is a hoax, so those
of us wearing masks stand out and can be subject
to a certain amount of ridicule. We don’t care!
We’re sticking to our social distancing and
rigorous sanitizing ways.
With so much time spent in the hills, we feel pretty caught up on farm work. It’s an unusual feeling.
Don’t get me wrong—there is always something else that needs doing, but we no longer feel con-stantly
behind, as is often the case. The rain seems to have stopped for the season, so our mowing and weed
whacking will taper off soon. We’ve been suckering and cane thinning the vines, and spraying organic
mineral oil to prevent mildew. That program will end now that the canes have grown and drooped down
into the tractor rows. The vines look very healthy and vigorous, so we are hoping for a good year. Of
course, as we have learned, anything can happen!
We'll be bottling more of our 2018 Zinfandel this
week. We've also been bottling more olive oil. Once
people taste our estate-grown olive oil, they seem to
want more. So, sales are steady and we are now into
the last of our three 30-gallon barrels from the late fall
harvest. You might want to stock up, with pesto
season just around the corner
We can ship wine and olive oil to many places at
reasonable cost, deliver to locations in Amador
County, and we will be in San Francisco the last week
of June. Please order by June 25 if you want to get
wine or olive
oil in the Bay
Area at the
end of the month.
Stay safe, friends! May a better future emerge from all of this.
❤ Mara & Deborah
A young bobcat paid us a visit this spring.

